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The charm of Steamboat
Springs is offset with the world
class, dry and light champagne
powder ski runs.

WESTERN CHARM
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STEAM
POWDER
Snow that lures Olympians to this corner of
Colorado can be just as much fun for you

after retiring from competition.
“The outdoor recreational
opportunities seem to be endless,”
he says.
Over lunch I enjoy hearing his
stories of racing down a mountain at
145km/h in winter, and stalking elk
with a bow and arrow in the back
country in summer.
“When we finish lunch, I will get
ahead of you so I can assess your
skiing,” he says. I knew a
cheeseburger and beer at lunch was
going to be a mistake. The thought of
having an Olympian assess me doing
anything is alarming.

RAY HEID TRAIL RIDES

SENDING IT
KIRK O’DWYER

W

ay out west in
Colorado, one of
skiing’s best kept
secrets is closely
guarded by an elite
society that is devoted
to its life and craft.
They have been keeping this
mecca of winter sports all to
themselves, rejoicing in the wideopen runs free of the pretence and
crowds of other winter resorts, the
abundance of nature and the
opportunity to do some world-class
tree-skiing.
No less than 88 past and present
winter Olympians call Steamboat
Springs home. Why?
As one former elite skier says, “on
any given day you choose, the snow
here will probably be some of the
best in the country”.

A GREAT PLACE TO SKI
On the day my Steamboat Springs
experience begins it is minus 26C.
Normally I would go packing for the
lounge in those conditions, but

ON ANY GIVEN DAY …
THE SNOW HERE WILL
PROBABLY BE SOME
OF THE BEST IN THE
COUNTRY

Steamboat’s dry and light
champagne powder is slowly falling
and the intense chill is the reason.
The other reason I am venturing
out is because I’m meeting a guide.
Not just any guide. Linas Vaitkus is a
former Olympic downhill skier. He
did a PB at Nagano in ’98 and came
25th in the men’s downhill.
In no time I am cruising with
Linas, crisscrossing the mountain
and taking in the considerable
wilderness views over this huge ski
resort. Linas moved to Steamboat

Nate, a 23-year-old powder-hound
from Minnesota is giving me advice
as we ride the chairlift to the top of
Morningside Park.
“Sometimes you just gotta send it,
you just gotta commit,” he tells me.
This is not advice for posting a
letter. It is coded instruction to
deliver me to the bottom of a
mountain covered in fir and aspen
trees and 7m of snow, minus a stamp
and a fragile sticker.
As well as its reputation for the dry
light white stuff, Steamboat prides
itself on its trees, which are said to be
perfectly spaced for skiing between
and among the nicest in the world.
With Nate’s advice ringing in my
ears, I resolve to tackle the moguls
and oversized ruts of the creatively
named 2.30 Trees, a patch of
wilderness between Steamboat’s Two
O’Clock and Three O’Clock runs.
Golden rule: if you look at the tree,
you’ll ski at the tree. I hit one tree and
the last thing I remember doing was
looking at it. In my defence, they’re
so pretty, it’s hard not to look.

APRES SKI
Steamboat is not short of apres
locations to kick back. The Truffle
Pig offers two great things – happy

hour at the end of each day and
truffle fries. This lively bar is a
favourite with the locals and we all
pack in at the end of a ski day to enjoy
the local beers.
Alternatively, you could grab a
couch and cosy up in front of a
roaring fireplace at One Steamboat
Place. With sun streaming through
the floor-to-ceiling windows you can
enjoy a full bar and a selection of
food from the buffet.
Beware of the ribs if you are
planning dinner later. It is hard to
limit yourself once you start.

HOT SPRINGS AT STRAWBERRY
NATIONAL PARK
After a few tough days skiing, your
banged-up muscles are going to
need a bit of R&R, so grab a towel and
swimmers (optional depending on
time of day) and head to Strawberry
National Park hot springs.
With outside temperatures below
freezing you can defrost in one of the
park’s hot pools. Each pool has a
different temperature ranging from

boil-a-lobster hot to relaxing bath
warm. The real heart starter lies at
the bottom where you can swim in
water from the near frozen creek. Go
for a roll in the snow and then jump
straight back in to let the hot water
melt away the frostbite.
If you time your arrival with
sunset, the light gives this place a
magical feel. Beware, after dark
guests are allowed to ditch the swim
suits if they are not getting enough of
a nature hit.

I’M ON A HORSE
If you’re looking for a day off the
slopes, go on a trail ride with Ray
Heid. No, I didn’t make that up. He’s
a character, all right. You can tell by
the handmade elk-skin riding jacket
he’s wearing. “Everybody calls me a
cowboy, but I’ve never owned a cow
in my life,” he says.
Del’s Triangle 3 Ranch is a 25minute drive out of Steamboat. Ray
and his son Perk take trail rides
around their snow-packed property.
As far as trail riding goes, this is
MHSE01Z01ES - V1

ESCAPE29

ESCAPE.COM.AU . SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 17 . 2017

DESTINATION ® UNITED STATES

CHAMPAGNE STYLE

as tame as any I’ve been on. The
horses travel through deep snow at
walking pace and the saddles are
super wide and comfortable even for
ski-weary legs.
Along the trail enjoy stories from
Ray’s life. He was involved as an
alternate ski-jumper in the 1960
Olympics. (I calculate two
Olympians down, 86 to go.) Ray will
point out and identify coyotes, elk,
moose, porcupines, mice and weasel
from their tracks in the snow.

EATING AND DRINKING
After riding on a ranch, you may

ONE STEAMBOAT PLACE

want to sample some fine western
cuisine. The Oar House in Steamboat
Springs is a good place to order elk
loins, pork baby back ribs or maybe
some Rocky Mountain trout.
Hang your coat and stetson on the
nearest horseshoe and settle in for a
big meal in this wood-lined former
barn. These guys take slow cooking
to a new level as they had my prime
rib cooking for the whole day and I
hadn’t even ordered it yet.
If you want to give the Wild West a
rest, head up the gondola to Four
Points Lodge. Blankets are handed
out to all diners in transit but dress

warm as temperatures can plummet
on the mountain. From the gondola,
jump into the back of a heated
snowcat for a quick trip up a ski run.
At the lodge, you will be treated to a
wine tasting before launching into a
northern-Italy inspired five-course
meal in front of a roaring fireplace.

STAYING IN STYLE
One Steamboat Place offers all the
home comforts you love at the foot of
this alpine playground, plus a few
you probably don’t have at home.
If you just landed in Steamboat,
you can have a chef come to your

FLY FREE to

room and prepare a three-course
meal while you battle your jet lag and
get your bearings. If you put your
shopping list in before you fly out,
the fridge in your apartment will be
fully stocked when you arrive.
You will also get to know the
wonder that is the ski valet. After a
long day skiing, you unclip from
your bindings and one of these
wonderful people picks up your skis
and racks them for the night.
You can also organise the
following day’s skiing, assured that
they will have the skis out and ready
to go when you are.

Moving Mountains will help you organize
your stay at One Steamboat Place or other
exceptional mountain homes.
MovingMountains.com
877-423-6708

GRAND VOYAGE TO DALMATIA
& CLASSICAL GREECE

28-NIGHT GRAND VOYAGE
LONDON TO ROME
DEPARTING 18 AUGUST 2018

18-NIGHT GRAND VOYAGE
VENICE TO ATHENS
DEPARTING 25 SEPTEMBER 2018

FLY
FREE

EUROPE

Inclusions:
•
•
•
•

Our difference
FLY FREE
ON 20
GRAND
VOYAGES

CONTACT YOUR
BALWYN Travelrite International
1800 616 434
BRIGHTON Travelworld Cruise Wizards
(03) 9591 9591

STEAMBOAT
SPRINGS

GRAND FRANCE,
IBERIA & ITALY

UNFORGETTABLE

• Boutique small ship cruising
to exceptional destinations
• Dedicated solo traveller low fares & cabins
• Guided tours, exclusive events led by
regional experts
• Cruise with renowned guest speakers
• All gratuities on board ship, transfers,
luggage handling

ESCAPE ROUTE

FLY
FREE

Inclusions:
+

FREE return flights from Melbourne to London,
returning from Rome
2 night pre-cruise hotel stay in London
24 night cruise aboard Aegean Odyssey
2 night post-cruise hotel stay in Rome

•
•

FREE return flights from Melbourne+ to Venice,
returning from Athens
18 night cruise aboard Aegean Odyssey

Voyage highlights
• Cruise the Three Rivers of France
• Full day visit to Paris or the palace of Verasailles
• Visit the walled city of Carcassonne
• Overnight on board in the port at Monte Carlo

Voyage highlights
• Overnight onboard in Venice
• Sail the beautiful Dalmatian coast
• Cruise through serene Kotor Bay
• Explore ancient Olympia and Pylos
• The Minotaur’s labyrinth of Knossos
• The wild mountains of Karpathos

Premium Outside Cabin from $14,695* PP/Twin share

Premium Outside^ Cabin from $10,995* PP/Twin share

Deluxe Outside Cabin

from $16,495 * PP/Twin share

Deluxe Outside Cabin

from $12,995 * PP/Twin share

CRUISE SPECIALIST TODAY OR VISIT CRUISING.COM.AU
CARNEGIE where2travel
(03) 9572 5858
ESSENDON Cruiseland
(03) 9337 3744

GLEN WAVERLEY where2travel
(03) 9886 8899
MALVERN where2travel
(03) 9576 0166

MELBOURNE CITY where2travel
1800 063 594 (formerly National Network)

*All fares listed are in AU dollars, per person, twin share based on lowest available category & include all promotional savings and offers, air & port taxes, & gratuities (excl. onboard purchases), correct as at 12 September 2017. ^Obstructed view +Fly free offers are valid for a limited time only, are capacity
controlled, not combinable with other offers and can be withdrawn or modified at any time without notice. Flights are based on economy class air, specific airlines, routings & departure dates. Hotel accommodation will be advised closer to departure and both are up to the discretion of Voyages to Antiquity. Flights
applicable to/from Melbourne only. Transfers between airport, port and hotel offered on dates specified on itinerary only, request details from your Cruiseco Travel Agent. Included transfers are provided only in conjunction with arrival and departure by air on dates of cruise tours. Voyages to Antiquity reserve the
right to change, correct errors, withdraw from sale any or all fares, itineraries, excursions and fees. Cancellation penalties and conditions apply. Agents may charge service fees and/or fees for card payments which vary.
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